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SUBJECT: IRISH GOVERNMENT TO IMPLEMENT NEW ANTI-TERRORIST ACT 

1 . THE IRISH PRESIDENT SIGNED THE CONTROVERSIAL CRIMINAL LAW 
(JURISDICTION) BILL ON MAY 7 AFTER IT HAD BEEN FOUND CONSTITUTIONAL 
BY THE IRISH SUPREME COURT. THE LAW WILL GO INTO EFFECT IN ABOUT 
TWO WEEKS AFTER BOTH DUBLIN AND LONDON PROMULGATE DETAILED 
REGULATIONS ON ITS IMPLEMENTATION. FOR THOSE ADDRESSEES NOT UP 
ON THE INTRICACIES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND SITUATION, THIS LAW 
(AND THE SIMILAR ONE PASSED BY THE UK PARLIAMENT) WILL MAKE IT 
POSSIBLE FOR THE IRISH GOVERNMENT TO TRY PERSONS IN THE REPUBLIC 
FOR CERTAIN SPECIFIED OFFENCES COMMITTED IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
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SUBSTITUTION FOR EXTRADITION, WHICH HAS BEEN VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE 
UNDER IRISH LAW FOR TERRORIST OFFENSES BECAUSE ANY "POLITICAL" 

CRIME IS UNEXTRADITABLE. 

2. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS NEWEST ANTI-TERRORIST MOVE BY THE GOI 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN. IT WAS PASSED OVER STRONG OPPOSITION BY THE 
OPPOSITION FI ANNA FAIL PARTY, AND THE GOVERNING COALITION HAD TO 
LEAN HARD ON SOME OF ITS OWN DEPUTIES TO GET A BARE MAIORITY. 
SUSPICION OF THE EFFICACY OF DUE PROCESS IN NORTHERN IRELAND REMAINS 
STRONG IN THE REPUBLIC. A CURRENT EXAMPLE OF THE TYPE OF CASE THE 
LAW SHOULD DEAL WITH WAS THE ARREST ON MAY 8 IN THE REPUBLIC OF TWO 
PERSONS WHO ESCAPED FROM A NORTHERN IRELAND PRISON MAY 5. ON MAY 
1 1 A DISTRICT COURT JUDGE ORDERED EXTRADITION OF THE TWO, BUT THIS 
ORDER WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY BE OVERTURNED ON APPEAL TO THE HIGH 
COURT AND THE TWO WILL EVENTUALLY GO FREE. WITH SIMILAR CASES IN 
THE FUTURE THE GOI CAN TRY SUCH PERSONS IN THE REPUBLIC IF REQUESTED 
BY HMG, AND ALTHOUGH THE CHARGE WOULD BE RELATED MAINLY TO THE 
ESCAPE THEY COULD GET A HEALTHY SENTENCE HERE. THERE IS MUCH 
SKEPTICISM, HOWEVER, ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER ABOUT ACTUAL 
UTILIZATION OF THE LAW. ITS MAIN SIGNIFICANCE IS SEEN FROM HERE 
TO BE SYMBOLIC, I.E. THE GOI CONTINUES ITS TOUGH, NO-NONSENSE 
APPROACH TO TERRORISM. THE GOVERNMENT HOPES THAT OVER TIME THIS 
WILL BE ONE LINK IN A CHAIN TO CONVINCE THE NORTHERN IRELAND 
PROTESTANTS THAT THE DUBLIN GOVERNMENT CAN BE TRUSTED. 
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